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EXPENDITURES. 


REPAIRS OF HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 
Cash paid, to wit: 


William Alexander, for labor 10 00 
John Aiken, Ks 23 60 
Squire Blanchard, * 18 09 
Thomas Bowers, a 2 00 
William Brown & Son, - 36 50 
Andrew Bennett, fe 15 25 
Elijah Buxton, ss 12 00 
John Butterfield, Se 3 00 
Richard Center, e 4 00 
Samuel Chandler, a 2 00 
Samuel F. Clement, 2 60 
John Cutter, if 7 00 
John Campbell, i 7 75 
John Dandley, t 10 75 
Zenas Davis, a 6 75 
Samuel Dickerman, as py As 
Jeremiah P. Davis, 7. 30 25 
John Danforth, $6 20 25 
Thomas Dunning, t 7 50 
Elisha 'T. Eppes, s 7 25 
_John Eppes, fs 1 30 


George Fowler, < 14 00 


Willard Fosdick, 
Ralph E. Gilson, 
Moses Gould, 
James Goss, 
William Holt, 
William Hayward, 
Amos Hutchinson, 
William Hoyt, 
Luther Johnson, 
Benjamin L. Jones, 
Moses F. Kimball, 
Clifton Lund, 
Thomas Lund, 
William F. Lewis, 
John Little, 
William Murdough, 
John Merrill, 

Enos Merrill, 
Rufus M’Clary, 
Joseph Moses, 
Nathaniel Marshall, 
David M’Cain, 
Benjamin Nutt, 
Holt Nichols, 
Stephen Nichols, 
Joseph Pearsons, 
Leonard Pratt, 
Samuel G. Patterson, 
Samuel Powers, 
Jonathan Powers, 
William P. Powers, 
Lyman Percival, 
Joel Reed, 

Norman Rideout, 
Joseph Richards, 
Thomas Rand, 
Jacob O. Smith, 
Abel Shattuck, 
Abel Shattuck, 2d, 
Abijah Spalding, 
James Sherburne, 
John F. Steveus, 
Zalmon L. Smith, 
John Shepherd, 
Ballard Smith, 
Silas B. Thompson, 
William W. Temple, 
Samuel Wilson, 
David Whittemore, 


r 


for labor, 
6é 


Rufus Williams, 
James Whitney, 
Elias Waterman, 
Peter Woodcock, 
Samuel P. Wilson, 
David A. Wilson, 
Timothy Young, 
Ebenezer Harris, 
Leonard Shipley, 
William Farley, 
Thomas Hale, . 
Samuel M’Kean, 
Jepthah Conant; 
Walter French, 
Daniel Ingalls, 
Timothy Presby, 
Caleb Pearsons, 
Benjamin Shipley, | 
Tenatius Bagley, 
Benj. P. Moore, 
Samuel Merrill, 
Franklin Foster, 
Ballard Smith, 
Buxton & Thomas, 
Samuel F. Wright, 
Hiram 'Thomas, 
David W. Burns, 
John Burnham, 
Stephen Atwood, 
John Harris, 
Charles Pollard, 
Jonathan Kimball, 
Rufus S. Winn, 
Ebenezer Runnels, 
S. R. Bullard, & Co. 
T. Chase, 

Allen Robinson, 
Christopher Paige, 
Jesse B. Hidden, 
Kendrick & ‘Tuttle, 
William Eayrs, 

N. Kendall & Co. 
F. & C. Winch, 
Jefferson Rockwood, 
Oliver Lund, 

P. Clark, Jr. 


5 


for labor, 


labor and teams 
(74 


gravel, 
66 


66 


‘¢ and labor, 


lumber, 
66 


66 


ss and labor, 


paving stone, 
66 
tools, 
66 
66 


powder 
guideboards, 
repairs do. 
services, &c. 


Leonard Roby and others No. 6, 


Elliott Whitford, 


No. 7, 
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—$1970 71 
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From which sum deduct Receipts, to wit : 


Gustine Marshall, for work extra on Cross st. 


Andrew E. Thayer, for gravel, 


Mrs. Gay, extra work, 

Wiliiam F. Lawrence, 6 

F. & C. Winch, ¢s 

P. Clark; e 

J. Estey and others, ae 

F. Foster, for gravel, 
66 


P. Clark, Jr. 


NEW ROADS. 


NEW ROAD TO STILLMAN SWALLOW’S. 


Cash paid, to wit: 


Stillman Swallow, land damages, 
G. & E. Whitford, A 
Joseph Swallow, cs 
Willard Marshall, << 
Osgood Putnam, A 
Heirs of M’Clenathan, ee 
Thomas Hale, ce 
Edmund W. Hale, * 
David Combs, O 
Joseph Knowlton, ‘i 
Alterations of route, surveys, &c. 
Hiram Mace, building road, 
Brown & Wetherbee, ve 
Edmund Hale, 6 
Walter French, 6 
G. & E. Whitfor d, 6 
Mark N. Swallow, materials, 


Caleb Pearsons, services and expenses, 
Ss. Kendrick, 


P. Clark, jr. services and ae & waggon &c. 


jan Clark: auctioneering road, 
Copy of Report paid Clerk, &e. 
Allen Robinson, services, &c. 
Amos G. Atwood, do. 


NEW ROAD TO MINE FALLS. 
Cash paid, to wit : 


Caleb Merrill & Co. for lumber, 1 


iy 
mm 29 GC m= wwe 


8 
50 
50 
30 

5 
70 
59 
50 

5 

2 
15 

395 
119 
12 
A2 
10 

4 

I 

7 
14 

3 


5 


(6) 
68 
73 
00 
50 
00 
00 
40 
73 


$36 83 


$1933 88 


$958 35 


‘ 


_ Stephen Atwood, for lumber, 12 10 
Stephen Atwood, for surveying 14 75 
Sundry laborers under Kendnck, piling and 
and sticking lumber, 30 93 
Sundry laborers under Bagley, 27 00 
S. Kendrick, services and expenses, 5 15 
Caleb Pearsons, a 1 25 
Jacob D. Dodge, <s 1 00 
P. Clark, jr. be 2 25 
$1969 87 


SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 


Cash paid Committees, to wit: 


District No. 1, 131 00 
s : 181 00 
- 3, 758 16 
a 4, 131 00 
’ 5, 88 77 
ch 6, 131 00 
o si 131 00 
“ 8, 88 77 
- ¥: 1177 47 
5 10, 316 69 
ae Py 326 14 
Finishing school house No. 10, 250 00 
Repairing schoo] house No. 3, 213 93 
A. E. Thayer, school books for poor children, 18 77 
A. Beard, printing Report and adv. 29 25 
S. Osgood, services, Sup. School Com. 23 00 
L. C. Browne, do. 2 20 
KE. Spalding, do. 32 75 
$4000 9 


MILITARY EXPENSES. 


Cash paid soldier’s rations Muster day, 132 50 
Incidental expenses, 3 00 
Capt. Chase’s company, Act a 3, 1838, 33 00 
Capt. Brown’s, 34 00 
Capt. Roby’s, ie 22 00 
Capt. Stimson’s he 27 00 
Capt. Austin, Stark Granadiers, do. 2 00 
Capt. Cross, Mer. RifleCo. ‘“ 3 00 


Col. Eayrs and staff, rs 3 00 


Capt. Bagley, i 
Allowance for powder, 


ALMS HOUSE. 
Cash paid, to wit : 


Arthur Harris, fur oxen, 

Abel Shattuck, manure, 

Walter French, do. 

R. Lamson, oiled tablecloth, 

J. L. Doty, shoes, 

‘Samuel F. Wright, blacksmithing, 
B. P. Moore, sundry repairs, 


E. 8. Goodnow, goods, 
H. Jameson, 6 
H. F. Courser, “ 
Kendall & Munroe, é 
Kendall & Gould, ce 
F. & C. Winch, é 
Flagg & Abbott, RS 


Kendrick & Tuttle, J 

“Thomas Chase, corn &c. 

Expenses incurred for Joseph Shaw, 
‘E:xpenses incurred for J. Butterfield, 
Micah Eldridge, professional services, 


66 00 
6 00 
$331 50 


51 10 
Il 75 
34 00 


J. Waugh, salary for year ending Mar. 1, 1841 300 00 


$1082 75 


From which deduct Receipts of 
J. Waugh, balance receipts over disbursments, 23 28 


P. Clark, jr. for beef, 

A. Robinson, .for pigs, 

A. Robinson, for labor of hands, 
S. Woodbury for do. 
Northwood, relief to-pauper, 
‘County, for do. 

For Eleazer Fisk, pension, 


Leaving bal. of Expenditures, 


REPAIRS OF ALMS HOUSE. 


Lash paid, to wit : 


‘S. B. Lawrence, painting, 
A. Andrews, labor and lumber, 
-J. Hartshorn, stove (purchased 1839,) 


5 48 
4 74 
6 00 
7 00 
78 59 


100 69 


29 10 
——— $254 88 


$827 87 


o3 19 
16 24 
53 12 


Asa Bond, repairs, 2 00 
J. Rockwood, do. 2 42 
W. Murdough, washing machine, 8 00 


PAUPER EXPENSES OTHER THAN ALMSHOUSE. 


Relief to Mrs. Leland, 14 52 
Relief and Funeral expenses, to Swasey, 15 66 
Relief to 'Tans’s family, 5 50 
Relief to Foot’s family, 36 40 
Relief and funeral expenses. J. Blanchard 11 79 
Relief and expenses. J. Smith, 7 63 
Relief to Mrs. Rugg, 2 00 
Relief to William Lund, 127 00 
Relief to Robert Gibson, 5 OL 
Relief to C. Blodgett, 2 99 
Relief to Joel Lund, Al 33 
Relief to J. Hildrup, | 5 54 
Relief to William Harris, 22 50 
Relief to E. J. Whittier, 18 21 
Relief to Widow Winn, 60 
Relief to.J. Killicut, 3 26 
Relief to Mary Boynton, paid Hollis, 10 00 
Relief to Ezra Robbins, 2 10 


SUPPORT OF COUNTY PAUPERS. 
Support and funeral expenses of Calvin Hill, 37 07 


Relief to Zenas Davis, 14 66 
Removal of R. Mitchell’s family, 16 70 
Removal of Mrs. Jones, 1 00 
Removal of Asa Graves’s family, 5 50 
Relief to Mrs. Linden, 8 00 


Allowance of accounts, professional services, & 00 


POLICE EXPENSES. 


Eleazer Barrett, services, 20 50 
John Pettengill, ‘s 3 00 
F. Fletcher, as 2 50 
S. Merrill, oe 3 60 
John Taylor, Be 5 59 
Thomas ‘Chase, % 5 50 
Jacob Hall, fs 1 50 
Prosecutions, ss 42 26 


$134 97 


$332 04 


$90 93 


$84 36 
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PRINTING AND STATIONERY. 


A. Beard, Printing Reports of 1839, 46 00 
C.P. Danforth, Printing, t 13 00 
A. Beard, do. 15 00 
B. Loring & Co. Invoice Books, &c. 27 00 
W. Gillis & Co. freight, 20 
N. Kendall & Co. Regiid Book, &c. 2 45 
A. E. Thayer, Record Book, &c. 1 39 
J. H. Marshall, small blank Books, 67 


BOUNTY ON FOXES. 


$105 76 


$11 25 


O. P. Beckwith, 50 
Peter Turrell, 73 
Amon Beckwith, | 1 50 
Ballard Smith, 85 
George W. Worthen, 75 
Benjamin Robbins, — «660 
F.N. Fisk, V5 
F. Sargent, 25 
Asa Woods, 1 Ov 
J. & D. Roby, 25 
Samuel Blood, 5 
Preston Robbins, 50 
Jonathan Wright, | 295 
Nathan Bachelder, 25 
Michael Martaugh, I 00 
E. M. Smith, 2 00 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Thomas & Buxton, Repairs chest, 40 
Universalist Society, use of house and repairs, 109 92 
Mr. Richards’s Society, do. do. 53 00 
H. Ripley, Burying Careases, 2 00 
Nashua Bank, one quarter rent of Office, 6 25 
Repairs of Engine, expenses, freight, &c. 214 68 
Isaac Spalding, services of 1839, 10 59 
Robert Moore, do. 4 59 
Thomas Chase, do. 4 59 
Franklin Foster, for Biers, 15 67 
Repairs Engine House, 2 75 


Journey & expenses, Northwood pauper case, 1 97 
C. H. Atherton, Counsel, 0 00 


il 


H. 'furrell, jr. damage to Ox, 4 00 
O. Lund, carrying child to 'Tyngsborough, 15 
S. Danforth, use of Horse and Sleigh, (6) 
A. Robinson, Horse Hire, 8 85 
J. Conant, “ 8 13 
Wilkins & Hardy, ih 6 75 
Jacob Hall, a Ln25 
Jesse Crosby, b 2 350 
P. Clark, jr. s 4 75 
M. Tyler, st 1 50 
I. J. Fox, af 16 00 
Postages, 2 37 
$593 74 


SERVICES OF SELECTMEN AND TOWN OFFICERS, 


P. Clark, jr. as Selectman and Overseer of 


the Poor, 165 98 
S. Kendrick, ¢ 36 75 
A. Robinson, se 27 25 
J. Rockwood, cs 44 1] 
A. G. Atwood, ts 22 87 
F. Munroe, Town Clerk, 22 75 
J. Rockwood, ‘Treasurer, 15 00 
Auditing Committee, 6 00 


OLD BILLS AND INTEREST. 


John Pettingill, notice to Chichester, 1838 2 Zi 
Levi Lund, mowing grave-yard, 1838 3 00 
Wm. Farley, work on highway, 1838 2 00 
Buxton & Johnson, labor, 1839 5) 
William Fletcher, if 4 72 
Sundry Persons, Military rations, £ 6 00 
James Sherburne labor on highways, ‘  _ 1 08 
W. & J. Fosdick, lumber, $6 66 
Sumner Morgan, do. Li 1 59 
A. Beard, Printing, ss 7 09 
T. Chase, lumber, $ 2 18 
Wilkins & Hardy, horse hire, ts 1 25 
H. F. Courser, abatement, ¥¢ 5 12 
Abel Shattuck, 2d, labor on highways ‘ 5 60 
Hiram Woods, do. J, 2 50 
I. Bagley, do. ‘ 4 35 
G. Y. Sawyer, Prosecution, A 7 66 
Jacob Hall, horse hire, 1 60 
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Jared Perkins, services, 118 
J. L. Bowers, 4 years use of Land for Engine 
House, 11 00 
B. Searles, jr. labor on highways, 1 00 
I. Spalding, for desk, 3 00 
$74 33 
Interest on'Town Orders, 271 80 
Paid old orders, 1172 20 — 
$1518 33 
RECAPITULATION. 
Repairs of Highways and Bridges, 1933 88: 
Road to Stillman Swallow’s [958 35 
Mine Falls Road, 1969 87 
Support of Schools, 4000 95 
Military Expenses, 33L 59 
Balance Almshouse Expenses, 82% 87 
Repairs at Almshouse, 134 97 
Pauper expenses other than Almshouse, 332 04 
County Paupers, 90 93 
Police Expenses, 84 36 
Printing and Stationery, 105 76 
Bounty on Foxes, 11 25 
Miscellaneous, 503 74 
Services of 'Town Officers, 340 71 
Old Bills, 74 33 
Interest, 271 80 
Old orders paid, 1172 20 
cae $13,144 SI 
ALMSHOUSE IN ACCOUNT WITH TOWN. Dr. 
For Invoice of Stock, Provisions, &c. 
February 12, 1840, 1373 94 
For balance of Expenditures, 827 87 
$2201 8k 
Contra. Cr. 
By Invoice Stock and Provisions, Feb. 
. 12, 1841, 1215 48 
By labor on highways, 71 49 
By use of 'Tools on highways, 12 00 
By mowing grave-yards, 5 00 
By gravelling two acres meadow, 40 00 
By getting out and moving stone for wall; 10 00 
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By relief to Misses Searles, 57 22 
By board of hands making repairs, 3 00 
By balance against Alms-house, 787 62 
$2201 81 


INVOICE OF STOCK, PROVISIONS, &c. AT ALMS- 
HOUSE, February 12, 1841. 


7 Cows, 231 00 
2 Heifers,. 38 00 

2 Yearlings, 14 00 
16 Sheep, » 44 00 
2 Horses, 160 00 

9 Shoats, 101 25 
Poultry, 10 00 

3 1-2 Tons Hay, at $15, 52 50 

3 do. do? 8; 24 00 
2 do. ide 10; 32 00 
Lot of Straw, 9 00 
Lot of Corn Fodder, 8 00 
20 Rue of Corn, at 75 at 15 00 
42 Oats, - 50 21 06 
50 a Rye, és toe 37 50 
150 f Potatoes, ‘ 0 ia 54 00 
8 6 Onions, ‘* Pipl Ass 6 00: 
3 6 White beans,at1 75 ‘ 5B 25 
py. és Colored, co OU. Ss 2 00 
Salted cucumbers, 2 00 

6 1-2 Barrels Pork, at $16, 104 00 

3 1-2 “ Beef, (on A HQ; 42 00 
740 Lbs. Hams and Shoulders, at 7 1-2 55 50 
yo Lard, “10 19 00 
40 “ Butter, “16 6 40 
200 ‘“ Cheese, eG 12 00 
34 ‘ Dried Apples, edt! 1 36 
50 * Candles, #12 1-2 6 25 
75 * ‘Tallow, ee EO 7 50 
100 ‘ Grease, “es 5 5 00 
2 Barrels of Soap, 8 00 

3 1-2 Bbls Cider 3 50 

3 ‘ Vinegar, 9 00 
21 Yds. cotton and wool cloth at 37 1-2 cts 7 87 
6” Frocking, wise « 3 48 
23 Pairs of Shoes, “Ob. GOs") $8 208 
25 Lbs. salt Fish, me iL oae 87 
6 “* Coffee, 121-2 ».§$ 73 
12 ‘* Sugar, er = 96 


30 ** Sole Leather, ae A so GSO 
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Tobacco, 2 00 

Tea, 1 75 

1-2 Bb]. Flour, , 2 85 

2 Bushels Salt, 80 

9 Gallons Molasses, 2 52 

Old Junk Rope, 6 25 

557 Feet Timber, 5 OF 
Lot Boards and Joist, 4 50 
$1215 48 


SURPLUS REVENUE. 


Cash of Committee, reported 1840, 7 AA 
Collections since, 4711 99 
$4719 43 


From which deduct 
Paid Committee of 1839, services and col- 


lections, 54 37 
Services and collections, 1840, 22 00 
Auditing Committee’s Report, 3 00 
Expense of Stillman Swallow Road, 958 35 
Expense of Mine Falls Road, 1969 87 

—$3007 59 
Surplus Revenue deposited in Bank, $1711 84 


SELECTMEN’S ACCOUNT. 


The Selectmen of Nashua for 1840-41 submit the following 
statement of Receipts and Disbursements : 
Balance in Treasury Feb. 22, 1840, 31 68 
Amount of Taxes assessed, 11,575 96 
Cash on Surplus Revenue appropriated, 2,928 22 
Cash for proportion of Literary Fund, 414 00 


Bounty on Foxes, 7 50 
Tavern Licenses, 31 00 
License to Cireus, 30 00 
License to M. Kimball, 30 00 
Sale of graveyard lumber to 'T. Holmes, 3 50 
Do. do. J. D. Dodge, 6 85 


Cash of County for support of Paupers, 81 93 
‘¢ Gilmanton, support oF Paupers, 17 00 


eos Hodson Mts) 
‘Pelham, 6 5 00° 
*¢ for Lumber sold, 360 79 


#15530 68 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

For Repairs of Highways, 1933 
For Stillman Swallow Road, — 958 
For Mine Falls Road, 1969 
For support of Schools, 4000 
For Military expenses, 331 
For Bal. Alms House expense, 827 
For Alms House Repairs, &c. 134 
For Pauper Expenses other than Alms 

House, oe 
For County Paupers, 90 
For Police Expenses, 84 | 
For Printing and Stationery, 105 
For Bounty on Foxes, . 11 ; 
For Incidental Expenses, 503 
For Services of ‘Town Officers, 340 
For State Tax for 1840, 1167 
For County ‘Tax do. 768 
Thos. Mills, for Collecting Taxes, 2 pr. ct. 223 
For Old Bills paid, 74 
For Old Orders taken up, 1172 
For Interest on Orders, 271 
For Abatements, 141 
Leaving a balance of 84 


Ixrrors excepted, wR 


88 
30 
87 
95 


50 


43 
84. 
— $15530 68 


P. CLARK, Jr. 

J. ROCKWOOD, | 

S KENDRICK, 

A. G. ATWOOD, | 
| : A. ROBINSON, 
Nashua, Feb. 22, 1841. 


Selectmen 


of 
Nashua. 


The undersigned, a Committee appointed by the Town fo# 
the purpose of auditing the books and accounts of the Select- 
men for the current year, have attended to that duty and 
found all monies paid by them properly vouched—monies 
credited duly accounted for—the footings of the several ac- 
counts correctly added—papers properly filed—and all things 


in satisfactory order. 


J. A. BALDWIN, 


JOHN FLAGG, - ; Committee, 


Nashua, N. H., Feb. 24, 1841, 


REMARKS, 


Feittow Citizens or Nasnva,— 


We are happy to announce to you as the result of our 
financial operations for the year 1840, ‘that agreeably to the 
foregoing statements in detail, we have settled all the current 
expenses of the year—have paid $1344 00 of old orders and 
interest—and have cash in the Treasury $84 84. 


HIGHWAYS. 


‘Located-as our town is, with highly favorable commercial 
privileges, tt is of the first importance that our highways 
should be kept at all times in the most perfect order. No 
town has heretofore sustained a higher reputation for its roads 
than Nashua, and we trust it has lost nothing in this respect 
during the past year. ‘The railroad will probably be extended 
above us the coming year, but as our trade from along the 
line of its route has been small, its extension cannot materi- 
ally affect our interests. Another railroad to Wilton has been 
proposed, but while the expenses of building and operating 
railroads are as large as they are at present found to be, this 
road swill probably never be constructed. 

The New Road to Stillman Swallow’s has been built at a 
much less expense than was anticipated, but like all new 
roads, may need considerable repairs in the spring. The 
Mine Falls Road is now pending 1n court, and it 1s impossible 
to anticipate the final result. 


SCHOOLS. 


The accompanying Report of the Superintending School 
Committee will give all desired information on this subject. 


ALMS HOUSE. 


The Alms House account varies but little from that of Jast 
year, deducting $221 from that account for lumber furnished 
the new barn with which it stood credited. ‘The farm has 
been considerably improved by the manure purchased and 
used upon it, and by labor of paupers in gravelling the mea- 
dow. ‘The stock is in first rate order. The average number 
of paupers has been 32, and they have all, as we believe, been 
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kindly treated and comfortably supplied. No labor has been 
hired the past year, and considerable work has been done 
by paupers upon the highways. If some light work for 
the winter months could be provided, many who now find 
no employment might nearly if not quite defray their own ex- 
penses. We believe some valuable improvement in this res* 
pect may be successfully introduced. It is probable that an- 
other year an arrangement can be made consistent with the 
economy of the establishment, by which a distinction shall 
be kept up between the virtuous poor, whose misfortunes 
have compelled them to ask relief from the town, and those 
whose crimes or intemperance have sent them there as a 
House of Correction. 

The Clergymen of the several Religious Societies in town, 
with their singing choirs, have very kindly held in turn a 
weekly religious service on Sunday evening at the Alms- 
house, which has been highly gratifying to its inmates and has 
been listened to with the greatest interest and decorum. 


SURPLUS REVENUE» 


The Report of the Committee having the care of the Sut 
plus Revenue for 1839—40, has been examined and no er- 
rors detected. The amount of principal (besides interést) 
due on the Notes, is $5,577 42, which added to cash on hand, 
is $7,289 26. Neurly all these Notes will probably eventual- 
ly be collected. On settlement with the Collector, we should 
have appropriated all the cash on hand, including the Surplus 
revenue, to the payment of old orders, had we not doubted 
our authority so to do, without instructions from the town. 
Till our settlement with the Collector, the Surplus money had 
been advanced for current expenses, so that the money will 
lie idle only, till the town at the annual meeting, shall direct 
the appropriation. 


cENsus—1840. 


Males, i -§ = - = 2285 

Females, - * oe - - 3675 

Total, > = = - - 5960 
ABATEMENTS: 


It is due to our Collector to say that the abatement of Tax- 
es for the past year, has been only $141 43, an amount ex- 
ceedingly small, and even less by a few dollars than that of 
last year. 7 

3 
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BELECTMEN’S REPORT OF 1837. 


The Selectmen of 1837, having produced additional vouch- 
ers not exhibited to the Investigating Committee, sufficient to 
balance the deficiency reported by them, we recommend that 
the Report of 1837, be accepted by the town. 


TAxes oF 1840; 


We submit, as 4 matter of interest to the town, the amount 
of Taxes assessed in each District, exclusive of the School 
House ‘Taxes in No. 3, and No. 10; 


District, No. 1, 3811 52 District, No.7, 155 12 
«8 186 90 «8 93 08 
“s rs , 2521 41 “ ‘6 69, 4893 35 


a 10, 2053 17 © 
5, 153 38 es ‘“o1); 591 12 


2 
o 
sie tert Bi 9158950 
5 
6, 174 29 


It will be seen by this Table that Districts No.’s 3, 9, 10 and 
11 pay $9859 05—the other Districts, $1232 74. , 


The duties of the undersigned for the past year have beeti 
tmusually large, having had three Town Meetings. since 
March—a School House Tax to assess after the Spring ‘Taxes 
were completed—two Check Lists to prepare and correct ; 
and a minute inventory of all the property in town for the 
years 1839 and 1840, made by order of the Legislature for a 
new valuation. As some of these items may bre interesting to 
the town, we give the following abstract of 1840: 


Real Estate, appraised at 2,102,272 
Stock in 'Trade, “e 143,750 
Bank Stock, $s 39,100 
Money at Interest, “s 73,800 
Rail Road Stock, f 70,400 
385 Horses, “e 14,656 
115 Oxen, ‘s 4,250 
376 Cows; sé 9,373 
144 Neat, 6 2,437 
' 603 Sheep, ¢ 1,509 
62 Carriages; re 6,275 


By the late Proportion Act, notwithstanding the rapid 
growth of our Village since 1836, the valuation of Nashua 
was fixed by the Legislature at about sixty-five thousand 
dollars Jess than in 1836, when house lots in the Village were 
taxed at their then high speculation prices. 
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The State, County and School Taxes for the coming year 
will be larger by about $1290, than those of the past year, 
but we know of no other unusual expenses to which the town 
will be subjected, so much of the Surplus Revenue having 
already been appropriated, as will be necessary to build 
Mine Falls Road, in case the same shall not be discontinued. 

Hoping that the health, peace, happiness and increasing 
prosperity of our enterprising community, which we have mu- 
tually enjoyed through 1840, may be extended to us in 184], 
we submit to you, very respectfullv, the foregoing Report. 

P. CLARK, Jr. 


J. ROCKWOOD, Selectmen 
S. KENDRICK, of 
A. G. A'TWOOD, Nashua. 


| A. ROBINSON, 
Nashua, Feb. 22, 1841. 
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OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


Tue Superintending School Committee, having attended ta 
the duties assigned to them, beg leave to present their 
Report. It naturally divides itself, into three sections. 


I, Remarks upon the Schools in the several Districts, 
Il. Statistics. 
Ill. General Remarks. 


1, REMARKS UPON THE SCHOOLS IN THE SEV.- 
ERAL DISTRICTS. 


Disrricr No. I. Under the particular superintendence of 
Mr. Browne. The Superintendent was present at the com- 
mencement of the summer term of this School. But he 
had no opportunity of visiting it subseq uently. He had na 
information of the time of the examination, and therefore 
cannot speak of the character of the School. 

The School was taught, during the winter term, by Mr 
Kendall, who taught the School the winter previous. The 
Superintendent was present at the commencement and close 
of the term, The School made good progress, especially the 
more advanced scholars. Ags such attend, only during win- 
ter, the teacher thought it expedient to devote to them a pri- 
mary share of his attention. The larger male scholars are 
very expert in arithmetic. ‘There was a small class in phi- 
losophy, and one in algebra, who acquitted themselves with 
credit, considering the time they had been pursuing those 
studies, | | 
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Mr. Kendall can excite great interest in his pupils, when 
he pleases, possesses good intellectual qualifications for his 
office and seems to exercise an easy control over his scholars. 

The School House 1s in great need of repair. ‘The conse- 
quence has been,. considerable irregularity of attendance, 
from colds. There was an unusual coughing, at examination. 
It is hoped that the district, before the next winter, will em- 
ploy a carpenter, and thus save the expense of a physician, 
and increase the usefulness of the teacher. Three or four 
parents were present at examination; but the School has not 
been much visited, during the term. 


District No. Il. Under the particular superintendence 
of Mr. Osgood. It will be remembered, that much fault was 
found with the School in this district, in the Report of last 

ear. ‘The Superintendent is very happy to say that much 
he been done to improve its condition since that time. Dur 
ing the summer term under the instruction of Miss Gregg, the 
discipline was remarkably good, and from being one of the 
most disorderly, this School became one of the most orderly 
in town. ‘The improvement in the several branches of study 
seemed to keep pace with the improved discipline. ‘The Su- 
perintendent flattered himself, that the plain language of re- 
buke used in the last Report, had engaged the attention of 
parents, and wrought a radical reform. But although he is 
certain, that much has been done to raise the character of the 
School, he regrets that the effort has not been more resolute 
and persevering. | 

The winter term began with very good promise. |The 
teacher was very zealous, and the scholars seemed much in- 
terested. But lack of tact in discipline, combined with ex- 
treme rudeness on the part of the boys, disturbed the order and 
usefulness of the School; and it was thought best to close it 
before the allotted time. The master was drawn into a scuf- 
fle with an unruly boy; the boy was expelled, and afterwards 
the School languished. This scholar has always been a great 
nuisance to the School, and ought to have been expelled, al- 
though the mode of treating him was injudicious. We trust he 
anay see the error of his ways, become a worthy member of 
the School and of society, and abandon a course that must 
terminate in disgrace. We trust that the parents in this dis- 
trict will show due spirit, and resolve that their money shall 
not be wasted, and the morals and manners of their children 
harmed by the bad conduct of two or three perverse boys. 
Some errors have been corrected already. Let another year 
sweep away what remains, 


Disrricr No. HI. This district has been much favored 
in all departments of its Schools the past year. During the 
time in which its condition has been known to the present 
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Superintendent, (Mr. Osgood,) it has been blessed with faith- 
ful and competent teachers. 

During the first part of the summer term, a fourth room 
was procured for the accommodation of the surplus of the 
smaller scholars, who could not be accommodated in the third 
room. But it was found in the course of a few weeks, that 
this extra provision could be dispensed with, and all the schol- 
ars were provided for in the three regular rooms. 

The school in the upper room under the charge of Misses 
Baldwin and Ingails, during the summer term, was very cred- 
itable both in resvect to deportment and study. Let us ob- 
serve in passing, ‘that there is great reason to be grateful to 
Divine Providence for saving the lives of the scholars and 
teachers from the fearful fornsde: which threw down the 
chimney and portico of the house, and moved the whole 
building considerably from its foundation. The effect of this 
event upon thé scholars, both at the time and subsequently, 
was such as to do honor to their feelings. 

Of the School in the second room, it is enough to say, that 
tinder the management of Miss Abbott, it has maintained the 
bigh and interesting character which it possessed under Miss 
Baldwin. 

The goodly company of little people under the charge of 
Miss Wight, in the third reom, have appeared in such man- 
ner as to. give sufficient evidence of the fidelity and success of 
the teacher. 

During the winter term, the second and third rooms were 
tinder the same management as in the sunimer. In the 
upper room, Mr. Sanborn took the place of Miss Baldwin, 
who, to the regret of all interested in the School, has left 
town Under the present instructors, the tpper school has 
been prosperous, and scarcely any thing worth mentioning has 
occurred to interrupt its harmony and efficiency. The scholars 
very generally seem to take a laudable pride in its prosperity; 
and to be happy to contribute to tts honor. <A very few of the 
larger scholars seem to have too much feeling of their own 
importance, and need only to know a little more, in order to 
feel their ignorance and want of the teacher’s aid. 

A very large and spirited meeting was held in January, to 
devise measures to correct some evils in the regulations of the 
School, regarding excuses for tardiness, and it was resolved, 
that all excuses be dispensed with, that the doors be closed at 
quarter past the fixed hours of commencing, and all who come 
after that time be excluded. The system of excuses was ob- 
jected to, on the ground of trouble to parents and teachers, 
interruption to the School, and the great temptation held out 
to the scholars to commit falsehood and forgery. : 

At the same meeting a resolution was passed appointing a 
committee to devise measures for placing a bell upon the 
School House, so as to prevent all mistakes regarding the 
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time of commencing school. ‘The spirit of the inhabitants of 
this district is highly commendable and worthy of imitation. 
The Superintendent owes thanks to the Prudential Commit- 
tee, especially to the Chairman, for earnest co-operation with 
him in watching over the interests of the Schools. 


- Districr No. IV. E. Spalding, Superintendent. A very 
favorable Report of this School for the past year, cannot be 
given. The irregular attendance of the scholars was a great 
injury to the School during the summer term, though this was 
an evil over which the teacher had little control. Shé seem- 
ed to have done all in her power for the good of the School : 
and at the close of the term, those scholars who had been con- 
stant in their attendance appeared to have been well instruct- 
ed, and had made good improvement. Some complaints were 
made against the teacher ou account of remissness in some 
branches of study; but without any just cause. 'Thesé coini- 
plaints were the first murnmiurings of a violent éxpression of 
dissatisfaction which was manifested soon after the commence 
ment of the winter term. ‘The teacher, Mr. Baxter, while 
pursuing his duties most faithfully, and without suspecting 
the existence of any serious trouble, discovered himself, all 
at once, in the midst of difficulties, and with accusations 
brought against him, the unreasonableness and injustice of 
which equally astonished him. . 

Your Committee attended a district meeting, and endeavor« 
ed to learn the cause of complaint, but were unable to dis- 
cover any want of faithfulness or competency on the part of 
the teacher—on the contrary they were unanimous in their 
opinion, that the true source of the difficulty existed amongst 
certain members of the district, who suffered their personal 
and neighborly differences to interrupt the peace and pros- 
perity of the School. Unwilling to continue as teacher of a 
School in which he could not receive the hearty co-operation 
of ths parents, Mr. Baxter left, and Mr. Lord was engaged 
for the rest of the terni. Under his judicious management, 
the School has prospered much beyond the expectations of 
the Superintendent. The number of scholars has been larg- 
er than usual, and the effect of good discipline and thorough 
instruction, was véry manifest at the closing examination. _ 

The experience of four or five successive winters of difli- 
culties, which have broken up the School, seetns to have 
convinced the people of the district, that a new order of 
things must be pursued. The parents have frequently visited 
the School since Mr. Lod has had the care of it, and have 
shown a determination to promote its welfare. 


District No. V. This small School has been so quiet and 
harmonious through the year, that it deserves some notice on 
this account. No insubordination has been manifested by the 


20 


scholars, and no complaints have been heard from the parents: 
The teachers have been faithful to their trust, and succeeded 
in interesting the minds of the scholars in their studies. 'The 
good example of punctuality, noticed in the report of last year, 
has had its influence this year, and no school presents a great- 
er average attendance thanthis. ‘This remark has particular 
reference to the summer term, as in the winter, many of the 
children are kept at home in unpleasant weather by the great 
distance of their homes from the school house. 


eraser No. VI. E. Spalding, Superintendent. During 
the summer this school was under the care of Miss Spalding, 
and froni the ¢ appearance of the scholars at examination, the 
Superintendent believed the term to have been one of much 
value to the district. ‘The system of classification was greatly 
improved, and the deportment of the scholars was more or- 
derly than at any previous examination for the past two years. 
Most of the scholars being young, reading and spelling were 
the principal branches attended to, and in these studies there 
was a decided improvement. 'There were some small classes 
in geography and arithmetic which appeared well. Notwith- 
standing the favorable impressions made by the exhibition of 
the school, some expressions of dissatisfaction with the teach- 
er have recently been heard, from highly respectable persons 
in the district. 

The time at which the town was desirous of having the 
School Report made out, rendered it necessary to visit some 
ef the schools a few weeks before the close of the winter terms. 
This school was one of the number, se that some allowance 
should be made in judging of the degree of improvement 
made, as the last few weeks are generally the most important. 
At the last examination a exercises in grammar and Adams’s 
Arithmetic were interesting, but the lower classes in reading 
and in Colburn’s eather did not appear to have made very 
great improvement. There was quite too much whispering 
and confusion among the younger pupils, and somie slight de- 
fects in the management of the school, which a longer experi- 
ence will enable a faithful and, in most respects, a well quali- 
fied teacher to avoid. The structure of the school house is 
very objectionable, but it would be coniparatively comfortable 
if the laws of cleanliness were better observed. ‘The free use 
of pure water would vastly improve the complexions of some 
of the pupils, and would be a matter of economy in the saving 
of books, which very soon become soiled and so covered with 
dirt, by the constant application of unwashed fingers, as to bé 
illegible. 


Disrricr No. VII. E. Spalding, Superintendent. ‘The 
school in this district has fully sustained its former good rep- 
utation. No difficulty of any description connected with the 
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school, has been heard of. Miss Blood, during the summer 
term, and her brother in the winter, adopted similar methods 
of instruction, and devoted themselves unremittingly to their 
duties. It has not been so much an object with the teachers 
to accomplish a great amount of labor as it has to do well 
what they have attempted. 'The benefit of this was very ma- 
nifest at the closing examinations. ‘The scholars had acquired 
a distinct and audible tone of voice in reading and recitations, 
and a promptness in answering questions, which never could 
have resulted from superficial instruction. It will be obsery- 
ed that the average attendance was small in the summer.— 
This was not owing to any dissatisfaction or want of interest 
in the school, but to circumstances peculiar to farming dis- 
tricts, where many of the children are kept at home at certain 
Seasons to assist in the duties of husbandry. 


District No. VIII. (Mr. Browne.) This school has continu- 
ed but one term of twenty-nine weeks. As far as the Super- 
intendent could judge from actual observation, the school 
was well taught. Yet, from some cause, it dwindled, toward 
the close of the term, from its usual number of eighteen or 
twenty, down to seven or eight; and but five or six appeared 
at the examination. 'These seemed to have made fair pro- 
gress. No parents were present; though many had visited the 
school, previously. 

N oisiithétandime the dissatisfaction that prevailed, few seem- 
ed disposed to make it the subject of remark. The Superin- 
tendent is of opinion that the evil arose in part, perhaps, from 
the inexperience of the teacher, and, in part, from the intro- 
duction of a few scholars who had never attended school, and 
who had grown to a considerable age under great disadvanta- 
pes of home education. 


Disrricr No. IX. Mr. Browne; Superintendent. This 
School has been under the charge of the same teachers, du- 
ring the whole year. The west room, embracing the prima- 
ry department, and composed of very young children, has 
been conducted by Mrs. Law, assisted by Miss Waite. These 
ladies have a happy tact in exciting and sustaining great inte- 
rest and animation in their infant pupils. This is prodtced, 
in great degree, by a series of simple exercises and evolutions, 
enlisting the mind, the voice, and limbs, and giving great 
variety and frequent changes of position. These serve to 
create a lively relish for school, which is highly important 
with pupils so young. A distnate, for school, acquired at this 
age, isnot only a hindrance to immediate progress, but it fre- 
quently exerts an influence unfavorable to learning, in after 
years. But whatever flowers these ladies may have strewn 
in the pathway of infant knowledge, there have been no 
poppies among them. Their pupils are always awake, much 


24 


attached to school, and interested with their lessons when at 
home. 

The east room, embracing the middle department, in re- 
spect to age and progress, under the charge of Miss Cragin, 
assisted by Miss Phelps, has fully sustained its former reputa- 
tion, and fulfilled the high expectations its friends had formed, 
from the previous experience and success of the principal. 
The children in this room are of an ave favorable to unifor- 
mity and good order. ‘The room isalso more cool and plea- 
sant, in summery, than any other in the building. And the 
success of the teachers has been such, that they can well afford 
any small deduction of merit, drawn from these circumstan- 
ces. ‘They have attained, in an eminent degree, that thorough 
and systematic, and yet easy and noiseless method of proce- 
dure, which seems to cost no effort, while it is ever the fruit 
of severe application, directed by ripe wisdom. In respect 
to discipline, this is a model school. Notwithstanding the ill 
health of both teachers, during a portion of the year, they 
have, it is believed, given full satisfaction. 

In the upper room, embracing the grammar school, the 

prudential committee were fortunate in securing the services 
of a gentleman, having the advantage of much experience 
and a previous acquaintance with the school, and two compe= 
tent female assistants. ‘This school is the most fluctuating in 
town, many of the larger scholars working, part of the time, 
in the mills, and the population that composes the district 
being very unfixed. Consequently the examination at the 
close of the term, affords no fair criterion of the labor per- 
formed. But one hundred were present at the last examina- 
tion, while nearly twice that number of different scholars had 
been taught, and nearly one-third more than were present, 
an an average. Much labor bad therefore been performed, 
the result of which could not appear, at the examination. 
This circumstance should be duly weighed, in judging of the 
progress of the school. 
_ 'The number of scholars and diversity of character, in this 
department, renders its discipline very arduous and trying. 
Yet excellent order has been maintained, not only in the room 
and during school hours, but a paternal eye has been kept 
upon the scholars during their intermission seasons ; and fame. 
ilies, residing in the neighborhood, have expressed great satis- 
faction at their freedom from annoyances, unavoidable from 
such a school, when under lax or even ordinary discipline. 

In so large a school, system and economy of time are im~ 
portant considerations. ‘These have been attained, in an em- 
inent degree. Great industry and energy have been exercised 
in this department ; and it is presumed that the efforts of the 
teachers have been appreciated by the good sense of the pa- 
rents, notwithstanding the disadvantageous circumstances 
under which they have toiled. The principal has brought to, 
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his task, good attainments, ripe experience, a laudable ambi: 
tion, with high moral motive ; and it kas been matter of much 
regret, that constant physical debility has made success so 
dearly purchased. 

An excellent moral influence has pervaded all the depart- 
ments of this school. ‘This has been made, as it ever should 
be, a special object. Experience in a former profession had 
rendered the principal peculiarly qualified in this respect. 
And even in the lower rooms, the use of simple hymns and 
devotional exercises, has infused a spirit of pure morality and 
juvenile piety, apparently free from any tincture of sectarian 
peculiarity. 

' The prudential committee exercised much wisdom in secu- 
ring principals, for each room, already tried and approved, 
and in retaining the same teachers through the year. The 
public interest requires that the office of teacher, when well 
filled, should be made an exception to the doctrine of rotation. 


District No. X. E. Spalding, Superintendent. The com- 

mendable interest exhibited by the district, the previous year, 
in the erection of a large and commodious school-house, and 
the division of the school into two departments, gave promise 
of great :mprovement in the school this year. At the com= 
mencement of the summer term, the department in the upper 
room was fully attended, and for a time, its character seemed 
to be advancing. But in the latter part of the term, more 
than one-half of the whole number of scholars teft—most of 
them for the purpose of working in the mills. However un- 
avoidable this was, it resulted m the discouragement of the 
teacher, disorganization of the classes, and a general loss of 
interest in the school. Only twenty-four out of eighty-nine, 
the whole number of scholars, were present at the closing 
examination, and most of those were young children. 
- In the winter, Mr Herrick was very successful in the man- 
agement of the school. The discipline has been. better than 
in previous years, and may in part be ascribed to the adop- © 
tion, by the district, of certain regulations, which were recom-~ 
mended in the report of last year. The teacher’s method of 
government was so judicious that he seeured the obedience 
and respect of the scholars. ‘The course of study was less 
interrupted and the classes were less broken than in the sum- 
mer, and the teacher succeeded in exciting and sustaining an 
interest in their studies, among the scholars. Considerable 
improvement was made in reading. The classes in grammar 
and arithmetic appeared very w ell. | 

The district have acted wisely in retaining Miss Meriam as 
teacher in the lower room. She has done admirably in the 
management of the little children under her care. They 
show a great improvement in their studies and have acquired 
a distinctness of enunciation in reading and spelling quite 
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uncommon in so young children. ‘The class in Colburn’s 
arithmetic recited very well at the examinatian, and the ap- 
pearance of the school generally was such as to give entire 
satisfaction. 


District No. XI. Upper room under the superintendence 
of Mr. Browne; lower room under that of Mr. Osgood. 

The upper room, embracing the higher department of this 
school, was well Eopdceied during the summer term. Miss 
Par kinson is an industrious and energetic teacher, and a 
faithful disciplinarian, well adapted to the care of lar ger 
scholars. Her school was in admirable order at the examin; 
ation. It is presumed that parents whose principal object is 
to secure intellectual improvement for their children, were 
well satisfied. And, judging by this rule, the parents in this 
district are very generally of this class. 

During the winter term, this department has made fair pro- 

ress. Mr. Wasonisa bentleman of undoubted qualifications, 
intellectual and moral, for the instruction of youth; and he 
has appeared to spare no effort for the advancement of his 
pupils. ‘The Superintendent regrets the want of opportunity 
to visit his school more frequently. As far as he has been able 
to observe, he is of opinion that the teacher labored under a 
delicacy and restraint, in regard to discipline, fearing, Tork 
the past history of the school, that he might not be fully sus- 
tained by the parents. Whether this evil be real or imagina- 
ry, care should be taken that this restraint be wholly removed, 
before the next winter. ‘There are materials in this room foy 
one of the best schools in town; and nothing is wanting but 
thorough and well sustained discipline, with the larger male 
scholars, ta give it a very high character. 

On the whole, the examination was very respectable. The 
great solicitude manifested by the teacher was much to his 
credit. Much allowance must be made, in this case, also, 
for irregularity of attendance, as will be seen by a reference 
to the statistics. 'The district was well represented at exam- 
ination ; but the parents have not visited, during term. 

The district should deem itself very fortunate in having 
procured once more the services of Miss Bodwell. The dis- 
cipline in the lower room, under her care, has been most excel 
lent, and the improvement in studies very apparent. It is 
much to be regretted, that the attendance is su irregular, al- 
though the age of the scholars and the distance at which 
many of them live do not make us wonder much at this i irreg- 
ularity. It must also be observed, that some of the scholars 
have been allowed to use reading books entirely beyond their 
capacity. This mistake is to be ascribed chiefly to the false 
ambition of parents and scholars; to the desire of going on 
too fast, and of reading much instead of reading well. This 
error is very general in town. 
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Il. STATISTICS. 
1. Table of Teachers, Number of Scholars, Attendance, etc. 
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Different Books, and Number of Scholars by whom used. 
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Ul. GENERAL REMARKS, 


Nothing has transpired in our schools to rendér it netessar¥ 
to add much to the stggestidns contained tn our last feports 
It is enough for us simply to enlarge upon some of the points 
that were barely touched upon in that repott. — 

1. Instruction. We must insist yet thore upon the evil 
tenden¢y of the dispositidn ainong stholars, often prompted 
by their parents, to hurry on from one book to another, be 
fore the previows book has been fully mastered. It would be 
a decided improvément if the great majority of scholars, whe 
are now trying to read in the primary books, were put back 
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into spelling lessons, and if the great part of thosé now using 
the First Class Book should return to the Introduction to the 
National Reader.’ Many parenis seem to think that the value 
of schooling is to be decided by the quantity and not by the 
quality of what i is done; they judge of the worth of educa- 
tion as the Pharisees judged of prayer, when they thought 
they should be heard because of their much speaking. And 
here it is in place to observe that the First Class Book, which 
is used more or less in all our schools, is, in the opinion of 
the committee, wholly unsuitable, and should be made to give 
way to the Rhetorical or the National Reader. We would i in~ 
sist upon this point, even more strongly than before, and 
would advise teachers to dissuade scholars from purchasing 
the former book hereafter, and as far as practicable to discon 
tinue its use. if 

We are very happy to notice a general improvement in the 
mode of conducting recitations since last year. Reciting in 
concert is not, we believe, practised in any of the schools ex- 
cept as an occasional exercise. 'The consequence is that each 
scholar is obliged to answer for himself, and the indolent can 
no longer await the answer of the more industrious; and slug- 
gishly echo it: ‘The principle of individual responsibility 
needs, however, to be carried out more fully in our schools. 
The scholars are too prone to answer for each other, and the 
custom of prompting the more backward by whispering, ex- 
ists to a great extent in some of our best schools. These 
things should not be. Every scholar should learn in school 
what he must sooner or later learn in life—to depend upon 
himself. 


2. Discijiliie. This is the chief thing in the management 
of aschool. If the discipline of the school be not orderly; 
the sérvices of the most learned instructor will be thrown 
away. Our schools hive suffered Considerably from disorder 
during the last year, although less than the year before. 

To say that the teachers have been in all respects faultless 
in this particular, would be claiming too much for human na- 
ture. But the chief difficulty les with the scholars, and 
through them, with the parents. Incases nota few, parents 
have quarrelled with the rules of the schools, and conducted 
in such, manner as virtually to encourage their children in 
insubordination. In two cases that could be specified, if 
necessary, the conduct of some of the par ents has led to such 
behavior in the scholars, as to make the school unprofitable. 
Trifles have been exaggerated and generalised, until magni- 
fied into mountains. In one case it was reported currently 
around the district that the scholars were allowed to do as 
they chose, and to hand apples round the school, whereag 
there was no proof of this being done but once ; and it would 
be a miracle if every little trick were detected by the master: 
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Without saying anything of the dignity of gossip in general, 
we would earnestly advise parents against believing and re- 
peating in presence of their children, all the. gossip that is 
brought home from school. Children are very liable to pre- 
judices, and bring wrong reports unconsciously, and it is 
moreover asad fact, that not a few of them will lie outright. 

In discipline it is highly important, that the mere playful- 
ness of youth should be distinguished from wilful perversity, 
and the punishment be adapted accordingly. Although much 
opposed to the frequent use of corporeal punishment, we are 
by no means prepared to go with those, who are for abandon- 
ing it altogether. It should be reserved for extreme cases. 
Weare of the opinion, that the larger scholars should never 
be thus punished, but if wilfully and pertinaciously disobedient 
they should be deprived for a time of the privileges of the 
school. ‘The passions developed in the large scholars by flog- 
ging, and the effect upon the school, are productive of any- 
thing rather than a good moral influence. On the other hand 
the prospect of the loss and disgrace of temporary expulsion 
is a serious consideration, which they must be capable of ap- 
preciating, whilst it does not excite their vindictive passions, 
as the other penalty does. We cannot too strongly urge the 
importance of strict discipline, and instead of causing laxity, 
we think the principles, just indicated, would lead to a more 
strict and efficient government. 

3. School Hfouses. The committee are happy to know 
that some of the suggestions contained in the last report as to 
ventilation have been carried out in some of our school- 
houses. Yet many of them are very badly aired, and re- 
gard for the health of the children should call attention to the 
subject. 

We would suggest the propriety of having more system in 
the manner of warming the rooms. Some of them are kept 
intolerably hot ; and if the constitutions of the scholars are 
hike those of the committee, severe colds must be the consex 
quence. Sometimes a hot fire is allowed to go down until the 
room becomes cold and chilly, and the effect of such a fever 
and ague temperature is obvious. For a trifling expense—a 
dollar or two for each room—a sufficient thermometer could 
be procured, and the temperature duly regulated. The irre= 
gularity of temperature in several schools is necessarily owing 
to smoky stoves, which have often demanded the entire put- 
ting out of the fire. The chairman of the committee would 
present the stoves in all the rooms in District No. 3, as utter 
nuisances, were it not for the hope that the recent alteration 
of the chimney may abate the nuisance. 

4. Duty of Parents. For one crying evil in most of our 
schools, parents are distinctly answerable—that is, the irregu- 
Jar attendance of the scholars. ‘This irregularity is cause of 
great mischief not merely to the irregular scholars, but to the 
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whole class with which they are connected. Some of our 
teachers have been so disturbed by the frequency of absences 
as almost to despair of doing any good. Now certainly un- 
less in extreme cases, parents should send their children punc- 
tually to school. Itis very sad, that they often allow them to 
be absent for inducements so slight. It is an erroneous idea, 
that absence brings with it merely a loss of the days of absence 
from instruction. Each day lost is more than a day last, for 
it unsettles the mind, deranges the plan of study, and may 
break up a whole week’s instruction. We are confident that 
many parents, who have inadvertently kept their children 
from school, need only to have their attention called to the 
subject in order to be convinced of their error. 

In conclusion, the committee would present their cordial 
thanks to their fellow citizens for the general interest taken 
in the schools during the past year, and for the hearty coop- 
eration which has been extended in aid of their efforts to fur- 
ther the cause of education in our flourishing town. May 
they be allowed to express the hope, that even more may be 
done for our schools during the year to come, and that a seas 
son of comparative political quiet may turn the attention of 
citizens generally to the interests of the rising generation, 
whose proper education in knowledge and virtue is far more 
important to the nation than the triumph of a party or the 
jssue of an election. Respectfully submitted, 

SAMUEL OSGOOD, Superintending 
EDWARD SPALDING, School 
LEWIS C. BROWNE, Committee, 
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